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From President’s Desk

Secretary’s Report
Editorial
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From the president's Desk
Dear Friends,

| am very happy to publish our 2™ issue of this
NRIPOJAGAT which, we hope, you will like it.

Our 'New Membership Directory’ for the year
2014 is ready and all our members shall receive this Directory
very soon.

| am very happy to inform you that a Committee of 'Assisted
Living’ for NRIPO Members under the able guidance of Mr.
Suresh Naik (ISRO) is ready. The Project was presented by
M/S. Vastu Shodh on 27" July. By this time you all must have
received the application forms. All those members of NRIPO
who are interested in joining the scheme are requested to
participate in the same and submit their application forms duly
filled in at the earliest. Our members will be receiving details of
the project in due course. | request you all to help us in every
respect to make this project succesful for this noble cause.

Lastly, | once again request you all to help the organization
voluntarily in office assistance, fund raising, magazines and
other activities.

Before concluding I, once again, appeal to you, to pay your
yearly subscription promptly to help our organization to work
efficiently.

Rameshchandra Chitnis.

v
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SECRETARY'S REPORT

For the period from 1*April 2014 to 31°July 2014

This is a special issue of Ganesh Festival, wishing you a very happy
festival . Following are the activities and achievements of NRIPO during
above mentioned period.

1. Group Organisation :As evolved in group leader's and group coordinator's meeting
on 23 March 2014, Executive Committee started implementing the suggestions about
organizing Nripo groups. After the brain storming session, committee decided to implement
following points.

a. Theinactive group ( the group which is not having meeting for longer time) should be
merged with active group

b. Everygroup should have minimum 20 head counts and max 25 head counts,i.e. 10 to

15 members per group so that the member who is hosting the meeting should not
have any problem for arranging meeting at his/her residence .
c. lIdentify the members who do not attend the meeting , meet them personally to find the

reasons for not attending the group meeting
| am very happy to announce that with the efforts of Executive Committee members and
group leaders above points are implemented and groups are organized as follows

Group numbers 4,13,14,20, 22,23,24,25,26,27 will have meeting independently.
Group nos1-2-3 and 7-8-9-10are merged together.

Groups 5-6, 11-12,15-17, 18-19 will hold the meeting jointly.

Groups 23 and 25 were inactive because most of the members were not attending
group meeting due to old age and some of the members were relocated.. Committee
took a decision to transfer few active members from group 25 to 23 and some active
members from group 26-27 to 25 . This resulted in equal distribution of members in
each group. All these groups are now active .

2. Committee Meetings :The New committee regularly meets on every Tuesday to
discuss the various issues and resolutions which are recorded. Besides this every Monday to
Friday two committee members arepresent in office to keep the records upto date and to
communicate with members.

3. Directory Preparation: This year NRIPO will publish member's directory . For the
preparation of directory each group member's information was given to respective group
leaders to confirm member's address& other details.. | must thank to all Executive
Committee members as well as Mr. Sudhakar Sudame and Mr. Subhash Kelkar who helped
in correcting final draft of the directory.

4. AGM: Was held on 3rd August 2014 Executive Committee had prepared Agenda of

the meeting along with balance sheet and posted to all members.
SubhashKulkarni
Cell:9881237586
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Editorial

By the time this issue is in your hands, | am sure everywhere the
preparation for welcoming GANESHA s at its peak.

The rich Hindu pantheon of Gods & Goddesses is astounding;
each persona harbors an ocean of divine qualities & powers. And the
one worshiped before all is the most intriguing Lord Sri Ganesha.

Lord Ganesha's birth characteristics & power are nothing short of an
encyclopedia in spiritual maturity — a power needed by all. The elephant headed deity,
symbolizes the beautiful qualities of a knowledgeable, spiritual person. Elephants are
praised for their sharp memory & intelligence. A wise person understands the
knowledge of the self (atma) & drama of life. The elephant trunk can discriminate.
Picking up a needle or uprooting a tree is same for him. Elephant's ears are most
sensitive. A single ant can trouble it to death. We too need to know what to hear and
whatto be indifferent to.

Ganeshiji is often seated with his right leg touching the earth slightly, whilst his
left leg is folded up & under the former. As we know the right side of the body is
controlled by left hemisphere of the brain and vice versa. The right brain is home to
emotional faculties. Whilst the left to the analyatical / intellectual side. Living in this
real world calls for harmony between our two personalities; our emotions should not
over power us but be checked by the intellect. The position of the right leg reminds us
to be aware of our worldly responsibilities (alertness) and yet to be able to withdraw
oftenin to the spiritual realm.

Ganesha is not restricted to the Indian continent only. Scholarly speculations
place the first clue to Ganesha around the Dravidian era-where the tribe had the
elephant as a totem as well as Dravidian solar deity, with the icon featuring an
elephant as light, overpowering & mounting a rat, depicting darkness. As a matter of
fact, even today in Nepal Ganesha is depicted as Surya Ganpati born of a ray, of
sunshine. In Mongolia he is adored as Totkar & in Burma as Mahapienne. He is called
kuan-shi-Tilen in china. In Japan he is prayed to as Vajra Vinayaka or Kangitan. The
Combodians glofify him as Brahanganesha.

Where ever Ganesha went, whatever local colour, form or garb he took on, He
was always treated as guardian, protector and scribe.

May he bless us all & protect us from all evils.
Yours friendly

Priya Garde
9850749509 / 9422315032

N
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DHYANASHLOKA (s) OF
GANESHA WITH
MEANING AND
ICONOGRPHY OF THE
IDOL

Uhai UGl ITSTads

aAgY ST |

TR G 2R & d SR fCA TR [ TIeh+ |1
Ekadanta = one toothed (tusked);
shurpakarna one who has big
winnowing basket shaped ears;
gajavaktram = one who has elephant’s
mouth; chaturbhuja = one who has four
hands; pashankushadharam = pasha +
ankusha +dhara one who holds a
snare, a spear shaped but smaller
weapon in his two hands, holding a
modaka ( a delicious sweet meat which
when tasted gives bliss) in the third hand
(left) and lower right hand gesturing the
ashirvada vachanam, “don’t worry | will
protect you” and bestow moksha, deva =
self effulgent, shining brightly;
dhyaetsiddhi vinayakam = we meditate
upon the one who guides (devotees) to
Moksha. Vinayaka has two meanings:
remover of obstacles, and one whois the
bestleader who takes you to Moksha
“We meditate upon that self
effulgent entity that has elephant's head
and ears with one tusk and four hands
holding a snare, ankusha, a sweetmeat
and fourth hand in the nirbhaya
mudra)”
STTATTY HTds TSATTTHE 2 |
BT AIITIH DG <THURHR |l
This is a beautiful, my favourite,
Sanskrit verse, poetic beauty of which at
once captivates the listeners, attention.
Agajananapadmarkam = agaja +
anana + padma + arka, agaja =
mountain's offspring (Parvati = meaning
mountain's daughter); anana face,
padma = lotus, arka = sun; gajanana =
elephant headed, aharnisham = day and
night (always); anekadanta = aneka =

many, danta = giver, bestower,;
bhaktanam (genitive plural of) bhakta =
devotee (hence anekadanta bhaktanam
= one who bestows all beneficence with
grant of special wishes, on the devotees)
ekadanta as explained in the previous
shloka, upasmahe = we offer worship

“We consistently worship single
tusked Lord Gajanana whose
appearance makes Parvati’'s face to
radiate blissful joy, even as the rising sun
makes lotus to bloom into radiance, and
who bestows countless happiness of
liberation on his devotees”

One may choose any one of these
for meditation. When one chants these
shloka(s) in tune, one is profoundly
overwhelmed with the sheer beauty of
Sanskrit language strewn with figures of
speech as pun, simile, metaphor,
alliteration, atishayokti, etc. They serve
well as verses creating imagery of deity’s
form for meditation and manasapuija,
Iconography of the Idol.

The Ganesha idol is a symbolic
representation of the functions that the
deity is attributed to. These attributes are
that He possesses sharp intellect, is
buddhidata and vidyadata. Data here
means bestower, a giver. He is adept at
learning, as well as giver of Moksha, a
leader par excellence, Nayaka, destroyer
of evil and evildoers, Vakratunda,
remover of impediments in the way of the
seeker, Vighnaharta. Here we give a brief
explanation of what is signified by the
limbs and other parts of the idol

Enormously big head
disproportionate to body shows
unparalleled intelligence, big ears
represent the importance of listening in
acquiring knowledge, the winnowing
basket shape has an even greater
significance that of separating grain from
chaff or truth from falsehood; with small
mouth it gives the message, ,talk less,
listen more,, the sensitive trunk indicates

S R AR R Y oY R Y R Y ( NRIPOJAGAT / 1 )@"@"@"@"@@@@@"@
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the judgment of right and wrong i.e.
Sadasadvivekabuddhi .The big stomach
indicates infinite capacity to contain all
mistakes ( papa) of devotees, wielding of
ankusha shows penchant for destruction
of evil, the pasha, snare is indicative of
removal of ignorance of devotees.
Ekadanta, only one tusk, indicates
Advaita, the understanding that all is one
principle, the absolute Reality. When one
remembers the mythological parable that
He broke that tooth to script the epic
Mahabharata as dictated by Veda Vyasa
uninterruptedly and without pause shows
the quick grasp of Ganesha. It further
gives the message of paradigm shift from
multiplicity to unity. One hand is in the
abhaya mudra which means showering
blessings on the devotees and the
message “never fear, | am there,. The
modaka indicates bliss that results from
the devotion as well as from destruction
of ignorance and gain of knowledge, the
shape, gross at base tapering upwards of
the modaka, signifies transition from
gross materialism to subtle spirituality,
the Brahma Vidya and thereby liberation
, mokshya. The mouse represents two
things; one the Vishaya indriyas, the
organs of perception, which are kept in
control by the Deity(though the mouse is
looking expectantly at the sweet meat he
dare not jump at it); two, remover of
ignorance and harbinger of secret
knowledge from even the smallest of
crevices. The latter meaning is so
appropriate  when we consider the
ubiquitous mouse in a computer
configuration, which is invaluable in
surfing the internet and acquiring
knowledge from global sources.
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CONGRATULATIONS

- Our NRIPO Member

| Mrs. Kusum N. Patil was
| President for the year 2013-
2014 of Inner wheel club of
Pune town.

For her excellent work she was
awarded many trophies from Dist 313 One
of the trophies was ‘GEM OF THE YEAR'’ of
Inner wheel Dist 313.
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Authentic Empowerment

The evolution we learned about in
school is about the evolution of physical
form. Human beings have the most complex
form and therefore the most evolved life
forms upon our planet. Einstein taught us
that ordinary human perception is confined to
mere appearances and it never gets at what
is ultimate in this world and is condemned to
view the God of reality under graven images.
Our experiences are relative to them
therefore we never get at the absolute truth
about things but only at the way they affect
our senses.

Our deeper understanding tells us
that a truly evolved being is one that values
others more than it values itself. When
perception of the physical world is limited to
the sensory modality, the basis of life in the
physical arena becomes fear. Power to
control environment and those within the
environment appears to be essential .One
person's gain is perceived as other person's
loss.

Authentic power has its roots in the
deepest source of our being. This power
cannot be bought, inherited or hoarded. An
authentically empowered person is one who
is so strong, so empowered that the idea of
using force against another is not a part of his
or her consciousness. Man has to think the
body into his consciousness before he can
even know of its existence at all. Brain itself is
mental product in a mentally produced world.
It is mind as invisible principle of awareness
which makes us aware of brain therefore
brain cannot be originator of the function.
Each individual generates his own
subconscious depth and he believes the
world to be external to his consciousness.
This implies that all other individuals being
part of world's totality, also exists only in his
consciousness as his thoughts. Thus all
mankind is part of 'my' existence and my
mental traffic with them becomes mere
soliloquy, meaning | alone exist!

Each individual is endowed with
individual soul or ego energy. They are
merely physical manifestation of a huge
macro system.

We seek to cure dysfunctions of the
body by controlling its environment at the
molecular level. In other words, our
approach to healing is based upon the
perception of power as external. This may
heal the body but it does not heal at the level
of soul. The body is the instrument of the
soul. It is the health of soul that is the true
purpose of the human experience. Spiritual
psychology is a disciplined and systematic
study of what is necessary to the health of the
soul. Each personality draws to itself
personalities with consciousness of like
frequency or like weakness. The frequency
of anger attracts the frequency of anger;
greed attracts greed, love Attracts love and
so on. This is law of attraction. Ask yourself
what are your genuine needs and what are
the needs that you have created to control or
to maneuver others, or to get attention? We
must learn to identify these and then chose
which we wish to live with. We will be able to
see the illusionin the motion and thatis a part
of authentic power. Trust allows the
experience of bliss, allows us to laugh. As we
learn to discharge negative energy
consciously and release fears and chose to
heal, we align our personality with our soul.
We are empowered and inwardly secure.
Humbleness, forgiveness, clarity and love
follow automatically.

Itis exciting to come of age spiritually.
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POINTS TO PONDER

Prosperity and success are the
result of our thoughts and
decisions.

Success is not an accident. It is the
result of our attitude.

Success is not in the achievement
butin the achieving.

A duty which becomes a desire will
ultimately become a delight.

Responsible people accept and learn
from their mistakes.

The harder you work, the luckier you
get.

Character determines the quality of
man.

People with positive attitudes have
certain personality traits. They are
caring, confident, patient, and
humble.

Never leave anything till tomorrow,
what you can do today.

Many of our blessings are hidden
treasures - count your blessings and
notyour troubles.

Intellectual education influences the
head and value based education
influences the heart.

Being ignorant is not so much a
shame as being unwilling to learn to
do things the right way.

An abundance of common sense is
called wisdom.

Just like our bodies need good food
every day, our minds need good
thoughts every day.

Knowledge is potential power,
wisdom is real power.

Positive thinkers are winners who
recognize their limitations, but focus
on their strengths. Losers, on the
other hand, recognize their
strengths but focus on their
weaknesses.

A person's character is not only
judged by the company he or she
keeps but also by the company he
avoids.

Start by doing what is necessary,
then what is possible, and suddenly
you are doing the impossible.

Associate yourself with people of
good quality if you esteem your
reputation, for it is better to be alone
than to be in bad company.

When you are good to others, you
are best to yourself.

We see the things no the way they
are but the way we are.

Greed - is like sea water. The more
you drink, the thirstier you get.

Nothing worthwhile in life comes
without a struggle

A smooth sea never makes a skillful
mariner

Everything is difficult before it
becomes easy

Suicide is a permanent solution to
temporary problems

Success is not measured by our
position in life but by the obstacles
we overcome to get there.
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